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Dear Editor, 
We would like to comment on the publication 

“Factors in Vaccine Refusal by Patients Applying for 
COVID-19 PCR Test1.” This study examines the opinions 
of those who declined the coronavirus disease-2019 
(COVID-19) vaccine regarding childhood vaccinations 
and the reasons for their refusal. One thousand 
volunteers who requested polymerase chain reaction 
testing at an Istanbul hospital but declined vaccinations 
were included in the study. The majority of participants, 
according to the data, were men between the ages of 
18 and 30, had graduated from college, were employed 
full-time, and had no chronic illnesses. Social media is 
the primary source of vaccination-related information. 
Concerns about vaccination adverse effects, a lack of 
research on the topic, and inadequate knowledge of 
the vaccine were the top three justifications for refusing 
COVID-19 immunization.

There were no comparisons with the COVID-19 
vaccine group because they were not included in the trial. 
Self-reported data, which can contain biases and errors, 

were used in the study. The study did not examine the 
viewpoints of those who received the COVID-19 vaccine; 
instead, it exclusively examined those who declined 
the vaccination. To further understand the disparities 
in vaccination attitudes, a comparison group of people 
who received the COVID-19 vaccine might be helpful. 
Additional investigation may be conducted to examine 
the particular apprehensions and misperceptions that 
lead to the rejection of the COVID-19 vaccination. 
Researching the effects of various interventions and 
educational initiatives on vaccination acceptance and 
refusal may shed light on practical approaches to dealing 
with vaccine reluctance.
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