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Dear Readers,

Nowadays, low healthcare-associated infections (HAIs) rates are accepted
as an indicator of quality. With the achievement of the target of zero or nearly
zero HAI, unless proven otherwise, every nosocomial infection is accepted as
a medical error that could have been prevented. In health establishments, im-
proper disinfection or sterilization of reusable medical materials constitutes
a risk of infection for the host. Nosocomial infections caused by resistant mi-
croorganisms increase mortality and morbidity, and also the prolong hospital
stay of the patient, impair his/her quality of life, enhance treatment costs,
and result in labor loss and medicolegal problems for health institutions and e
healthcare professionals. Improvement of disinfection and sterilization procedures obviously will make an important
contribution to the decrease in infections related to the use of contaminated material. Economic conditions that would
allow resources to be allocated for sterilization and disinfection procedures are not the same throughout the world;
however, knowledge and training are key points for good medical practices.

With this awareness, our efforts that began as a local symposium called “Sterilization and Disinfection” evolved into
national congresses during the 2000s and attracted immense attention. This great interest has also brought about the
establishment of “Disinfection, Antisepsis and Sterilization (DAS) Association” in Turkey in 2004.

In 2013, 14* WFHSS World Sterilization Congress was held in Antalya, which is one of the major congress cen-
ters of Turkey. The congress rich in scientific content was conducted with broad participation of the sponsors.

The DAS Association has conducted more than 20 DAS seminars in different provinces of the country. In collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Health of Turkey, DAS Association has been is organizing annual certification program,
since 2008, under the name of “DAS School”. The training programs have created significant awareness and DAS
School awarded certificate to Medical Doctors, Dentists, and Nurses.

After tens of DAS activities conducted since 2004, DAS Association has finally realized the necessity of a quali-
fied and international scientific journal in which verbal and poster presentations conducted in the congress and sym-
posiums, case reports, and conference presentations which could be published in the form of review article could be
published. The publication language of the journal is English. This will thereby allow transfer of the fund of knowledge
and scientific studies through these published manuscripts to the scholars dealing with DAS, researchers and service
providers. In this regard, our journal will close an important gap in the field of sterilization and disinfection. This is
because progress only relies on scientific research and evidence-based practices.

As the Editor, I experience the pride, and excitement and happiness of pioneering a large group of volunteers who
make this journal begin and continue its publication life. Valuable associate editors who are to make significant contri-
bution to our journal, technical editors, and most importantly our readers, authors and certainly our advisors shoulder
great responsibility. Success of our journal is only possible with your help.

I would have to say that our journal will serve in accordance with the standards of international journals, and ethical
and scientific principles, and that infrastructure and organization of the journal has been designed accordingly. You will
be able to submit your papers online over the web page at www.ijads.org. The manuscripts approved by the editorial
board will be forwarded to at least two reviewers for peer-reviewing. Statistical analysis will be carried out by technical
editors specialized in their fields. The manuscripts accepted for publication will be edited to correct English language
errors and then sent for typesetting. The manuscripts accepted for publication will be provided a unique “doi” number
after which the manuscript will be made “open access” article.

I would also have to say that we aim the have our journal indexed by international databases. I thank you in advance,
on my behalf and on behalf of the readers, to our colleagues who agrees to take charge in the editorial board and spend
valuable working hours for the journal.

Prof. Murat Giinaydin, M.D.
Editor-in-Chief
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Saglik bakimiyla iligkili enfeksiyon oranlar1 giiniimiizde bir kalite goster-
gesi olarak kabul edilmektedir. Saglik bakimuyla iligkili enfeksiyonlarda sifir
veya sifira yakin hedefin yakalanabilmis olmasi ile beraber artik aksi ispat
edilmedigi siirece her hastane enfeksiyonu, dnlenmesi miimkiin olabilen bir
t1ibbi hata olarak kabul edilmektedir. Saglik tesislerinde tekrar kullanilan tib-
bi malzemelerin dogru sekilde dezenfekte veya sterilize edilmemesi de konak
i¢in bir enfeksiyon riski olusturur. Direngli mikroorganizmalarla ortaya ¢ikan
hastane enfeksiyonlar: morbidite ve mortaliteyi artirmanin yanisira, hastanin
hastanede yatis siiresini uzatir, yasam kalitesini bozar, tedavi maliyetlerini ar-
tirir; is giicii kaybina ve saglik kurumlari ve saglik ¢alisanlari icin hukuki sorunlara neden olur. Dezenfeksiyon ve ste-
rilizasyon uygulamalarinin iyilestirilmesi kontamine malzemeletle iliskili enfeksiyonlarin azalmasina énemli bir katki
saglayacagi aciktir. Diinyanin her yerinde sterilizasyon ve dezenfeksiyon uygulamalar1 i¢in kaynak ayirmada ekonomik
sartlar ayn1 olmayabilir, ancak bilgi ve egitim, iyi uygulamalarin anahtaridir.

Bu bilingle 1990’1 yillarda “Sterilizasyon ve Dezenfeksiyon” lokal sempozyumu olarak baglayan caligmalarimiz,
2000'li y1llarda ulusal kongrelere déniismiis ve biiyiik bir ilgi gormiistiir. Bu yogun ilgi 2004 yilinda Tiirkiyede “Dezen-
feksiyon, Antisepsi, Sterilizasyon (DAS) Dernegi’nin kurulusunu da beraberinde getirmistir.

2013 yilinda, “14. WFHSS Diinya Sterilizasyon Kongresi” Tiirkiyenin 6nemli Kongre merkezlerinden biri olan
Antalyada gerceklestirilmistir. Bilimsel diizeyi ¢ok yiiksek olan kongre sponsotlarin yogun katilimi ile ayn1 zamanda
bir fuar havasinda gerceklesmistir.

DAS dernegi, farkli illerde 20'nin iizerinde DAS Semineri diizenlemistir. DAS Dernegi ve T.C. Saglik Bakanligi ile
birlikte 2008 yilindan beri “DAS okulu” ad: altinda her yil sertifika programi diizenlemektedir. Egitim programlari ile
biiyiik bir farkindalik olusmus ve DAS Okulu ile de tip doktoru, dis hekimi ve hemsirelere sertifika verilmistir.

DAS Dernegi 2004 yilindan bu giine yapilan onlarca DAS faaliyetlerinin ardindan kongre ve sempozyumlarda
yapilan sdzel ve poster bildirilerinin, olgu sunumlarinin ve derleme makalesi olabilecek konferans sunumlarinin yayin-
lanabilecegi uluslararast nitelikli bir bilimsel dergiye ihtiyag oldugunu fark etmistir. Derginin yayin dilinin Ingilizcedir.
Bu sayede, yayinlanacak makaleler ile diinyada DAS ile ilgilenen bilim insanlarina, arastirmacilara ve hizmet sunucula-
ra dogrudan bilgi birikimleri ve bilimsel ¢caligmalar aktarilabilecektir. Bu anlamda dergimiz sterilizasyon dezenfeksiyon
alaninda 6nemli bir ac1§1 da kapatacaktir. Ciinkii gelisme ancak bilimsel ¢alismalara ve kanita dayali uygulamalarla
miimkiindiir.

Editér olarak bilimsel dergimizin yayin hayatina baglamasini ve devam etmesini saglayan biiyiik bir goniillii gruba
onciilitk etmenin gurur, heyecan ve mutlulugunu tagiyorum. Dergimize katki verecek olan ¢ok degetli yardimer editér-
lere, teknik editorlere ve en dnemlisi siz okurlarimiza, yazarlarimiza ve tabii ki danismanlarimiza ¢ok 6nemli sorumlu-
luklar diigmektedir. Dergimizin basarisi hepimizin yardimi ile miimkiin olabilecektir.

Dergimizin uluslararasi dergi standartlarinda etik ve bilimsel kurallar i¢inde hizmet verecegini, alt yapisinin ve
organizasyonun da bu sekilde olusturuldugunu belirtmek isterim. Calismalarinizi dergimize www.ijads.org adresinden
online olarak génderebileceksiniz. Tiim siiregleri web tizerinden gérebilirsiniz. Editér kurulunun degerlendirmesinden
uygunluk alan ¢aligmalar, alaninda uzman en az iki hakeme génderilerek degerlendirilecekeir. Istatistiksel degerlendir-
meler alaninda uzman teknik editorler tarafindan ayrica yapilacakeir. Yaymlanmaya uygun gériilen ¢aligmalarin Ingi-
lizce dil redaksiyonlar1 yapildiktan sonra makalenizin dizgi islemi gerceklestirilecektir. Yayina kabul edilen makalelere
“doi” numaralari verilecek ve o andan itibaren ¢alismaniza “open accsess = serbest erigim” miimkiin olabilecektir.

Kisa siire i¢inde uluslararasi indekslere girmeyi hedefledigimizi belirtmek ister, editorler kurulunda gérev almay1
ve dergi i¢in énemli bir mesai ayirmay: kabul eden degerli meslektaslarimiza sahsim ve tiim okurlar adina simdiden
tesekkiir ederim.

Prof. Dr. Murat Giinaydin
Bas Editor



