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The factor structure of  the hiv antibody testing...

��

Objective: To determine the facture structure of the HIV
Antibody Testing Attitude Scale (HTAS) in an African
population.
Method: 760 first-year African university students from
Nigeria, South Africa, Uganda and Zimbabwe were
surveyed using the HIV Antibody Testing Attitude Scale.
Factor structure was determined by using the principal
component analysis with varimax rotation.
Results: Five components accounting for 51% of the
total variance were identified. The first factor
(eigenvalue: 5.11) accounted for 23.2% of the variance
in the responses and contained items concerned with
perceptions on trust and support about HIV antibody
testing, the second (eigenvalue: 2.19) 10% of the
variance included items that were largely related to
general concerns about HIV antibody testing, the third
(eigenvalue: 1.51) 6.9% of the variance and included
items related to fears about HIV antibody testing, the
fourth (eigenvalue: 1.11) 5% of the variance contained
items about concerns about the confidentiality of HIV
antibody testing, and the fifth factor (eigenvalue: 1.01)
accounted for 4.6% of the variance and reflected items
about friends’ concerns about HIV antibody testing.
Conclusion: This study identified “friends’ concerns”,
“confidentiality” and “general or public concerns”
about HIV antibody testing like among US students
(Boshamer & Bruce, 1999) but two major other factors
emerged as ‘trust and support’ and ‘fears’ about HIV
antibody testing. Issues around support and fears are
relevant facilitators or barriers that are important for
youth among African populations.
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The Factor Structure of The HIV Antibody Testing
Attitude Scale in Four African Countries
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Item  Loadings 

Factor 1: Trust and support about HIV antibody testing  

My friends would support my decision to get an HIV test    .71 

I could talk to my friends about making the decision to get an HIV test  .66 

My family would support me if I decided to be tested for HIV   .66 

It would not bother me if someone I know sees me going to get an HIV test  .58 

I could easily discuss HIV antibody testing with my family    .48 

My friends would not treat me any different if I were tested for HIV   .48 

Factor 2: General concerns about HIV antibody testing  

I am afraid that if I were to be tested for HIV, my name would go into public records  .71 

I do not have time to get an HIV test       .65 

Anyone who is tested for HIV is disgusting      .63 

HIV antibody testing is not really confidential     .52 

I would not consider getting an HIV test because I would be asked about thingsI have done that could 
get me into trouble      

.51 

I would be embarrassed if my friends found out I had decided to have an HIV test  .50 

Factor 3: Fears about HIV antibody testing  

People would assume I have HIV if I decided to get tested    .65 

I am afraid someone would find out I was tested for HIV    .50 

I would not get tested for HIV because I would be asked information that was too personal .49 

My parents would be upset if they knew I was planning to get tested for HIV .41 

Factor 4: Concerns about confidentiality of HIV antibody testing  

HIV antibody testing information is kept very confidential by the medical staff who do testing .78 

I trust the HIV counsellors and nurses to keep my information confidential  .72 

I can talk to my friends about making medical decisions    .53 

Factor 5: Friends concerns about HIV antibody testing  

My friends would look down on me if I were tested for HIV    .75 

My friends would treat me badly if I were to be tested for HIV   .67 

My friends would not look down on me if I were tested for HIV   .52 

 

Table I. Items and factor loadings for the HIV Antibody Testing Attitude Scale
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