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INTRODUCTION
The Corona Virus Disease-2019 (COVID-19) outbreak, which has been declared a public health 
emergency of international significance and a pandemic, has sparked a worldwide fear and 
raised serious objections about the level of preparation and the emergency response plan.
[1, 2] The latest available estimates show that a total of 4618821 cases have been reported 
worldwide, of which 311847 have lost their lives due to this novel infection.[1] The global case 
mortality rate of the infection is 6.75%, compared to 8.8% and 2.9% in the European region 
and Eastern Mediterranean region.[1] It is important to note that no individual or, national 
population group is immune to this infection and therefore a concerted response is needed 
to effectively control the public health emergency.[1, 2]

COVID-19 in the Eastern Mediterranean Region
A total of 338560 cases and 9979 deaths have been reported in 21 countries affected by the 
outbreak in Eastern Mediterranean region with evidence of community transmission in four 
of these countries.[1] It is important to note that as most of the countries in the region are de-
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veloping countries, they have several other public health 
priorities and a poor health care delivery system.[2, 3] At the 
same time, some of these countries are already experienc-
ing emergency humanitarian situations due to the current 
conflicts, and it seems difficult for these countries to con-
trol the infection, given that even the developed countries 
having advanced health infrastructure find it challenging 
to control the disease.[3]

COVID-19 in Libya
Libya is one of the countries in the Eastern Mediterranean 
region, which has reported 65 cases and 3 deaths so far.
[1] However, Algeria (7019 cases), Egypt (12229 cases) and 
Sudan (2591 cases) surrounding Libya reported cases with-
in their geographic borders.[1] The situation in Libya is fur-
ther complicated due to the ongoing conflict that began 
in February 2015 to gain the administrative control in the 
country.[3] Moreover, the political instability and insecu-
rity caused by these conflicts have already jeopardized the 
health and welfare sector of the country, and thousands of 
people have either lost their lives or become refugees.[3, 4] 

According to estimates from the country 823000 people 
need humanitarian aid access to health care service, and 
are deprived of basic human rights or welfare services.[3]

Preparedness and Emergency Response
Amid all the alarming developments related to the global 
COVID-19 outbreak and the ongoing conflict in Libya, the 
United Nations has requested a ceasefire from all parties 
involved in the conflict.[4] What is needed now; the use of  
public health authorities in the preparedness and the for-
mulation of a response action plan in the country.[4, 5] It is 
also important to point out that the health sector cannot 
respond to this pandemic alone and we need an integrat-
ed response from all relevant sectors (i.e. education, trade, 
travel, etc.).[2, 4, 5]

The political leaders should aim to strengthen case detec-
tion, isolation, infection prevention, treatment, surveil-
lance, risk communication and contact monitoring ac-
tivities.[5] Specific interventions should be made to ensure 
that only reliable information is passed on to the general 
population through reliable sources and all kinds of myths 
and misconceptions should be clarified as a priority.[5] At 
the same time, interventions should be made among local 
people to raise the awareness about the disease, its mode 
of transmission and methods for the preventing the dis-

ease (i.e. avoiding close contact with the confirmed or sus-
picious cases, social gatherings and delaying unnecessary 
travel).[4, 5] Moreover, awareness activities should be car-
ried out to educate people about the importance of hand 
hygiene, respiratory hygiene, use of personal protective 
equipment, periodic cleaning & disinfection of the con-
taminated surfaces, and safe disposal of the contaminated 
medical masks or tissues.[4, 5] All these interventions will play 
an important role in improving the mental wellbeing of the 
citizens and also calm down the fear and anxiety attributed 
to the disease due to its new nature.

CONCLUSION
As a result, the consequences of a COVID-19 outbreak in 
Libya could be disastrous, if we don’t provide an immedi-
ate and accelerated response to the infection. It is time for 
all the conflicting parties in the country to reach a ceasefire 
and focus their interests and resources on preparedness 
and emergency response plan activities.
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