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How to weaponize anthrax?
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How To Weaponize Anthrax?
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Anthrax, a zoonotic disease caused by Bacillus
anthracis, occurs in domesticated and wild animals-
primarily herbivores. Humans usually become infected
by contact with infected animals or their products.
Anthrax is so easy to obtain that it could be weaponized
for biological warfare if a laboratory area of 5 m2 is
owned with 10.000$.

Key words: Anthrax, weapon, spore, Bacillus anthracis
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 Initial therapy Optimal therapy if strain is proven susceptible 
Duration 

(day) 

Adults Ciprofloxacin, 400 mg 
intravenously every 12 h 

Penicillin G, 4 million U intravenously every 4 h 
Doxycycline, 100 mg intravenously every 12 h 

60 

Children Ciprofloxacin, 20-30 
mg/kg per day 

intravenously divided into 
2 daily doses, not to 

exceed 1 g/d 

Age ,12 y: penicillin G, 50 000 U/kg intravenously 
every 6 h 

Age 12 y: penicillin G, 4 million U intravenously every 
4 h 

60 

Pregnant women Same as for nonpregnant adults 

Immunosuppressed 
persons 

Same as for nonimmunosuppressed adults and children 

 

Table III. Recommendations for medical therapy for patients with clinically evident inhalational anthrax infection in the
contained casualty setting.

Table I. The advantages of Bacillus anthracis and endospores as a weapon.

• It is easy to grow, 

• It forms spores which makes it an agent easy to store, resistant to sunlight and  heat, 

• It will only infect those directly exposed, 

• There is a vaccine for the deployable troops (if available), 

• Antibiotic therapy may not work after the first symptoms appear. 

 

• Do not shake or empty the contents of any suspicious envelope or package. 

• Place the envelope or package in a plastic bag or some other type of container to prevent leakage of 
contents. 

• If you do not have any container, then cover the envelope or package with anything (e.g., clothing, paper, 
trash can, etc.) and do not remove this cover. 

• Do not try to clean up the powder. 

• Turn off local fans or ventilation units in the room. 

• Then leave the room and close the door, or section off the area to prevent others from entering (i.e., keep 
others away). 

• Wash your hands with soap and water to prevent spreading any powder to your face. 

 

Table II. How to handle suspicious packages and letters?
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Figure 1. Bacillus anthracis-Gram stained. The cells have
characteristic squared ends. B. anthracis forms a large
polypeptide capsule in clinical specimens.

Figure 2. Several nonselective and selective media for the
detection and isolation of Bacillus anthracis have been
described, as well as a rapid screening test for the bacterium
based on the morphology of microcolonies.
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