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ABSTRACT

This article discusses issues related to the study of linguistic
actualization of modern processes taking place in the world. First of all, we
are talking about migration processes that are due to political, economic
and social reasons. The increase in international political, scientific,
economic, educational, and social contacts, constantly growing migration
flows and the formation of migrant enclaves - all that have led to a great
interest in the study of migration discourse. The analysis of migration
discourse is associated not only with the formation of new approaches to its
study, but also with an attempt to attract methods from other areas of
linguistics, in particular, psycholinguistics. The article presents the results of
a free associative experiment that reflects the concept of "MIGRATION
PROCESSES" in the minds of Russian speakers. The study of the linguistic
representation of concepts in the minds of native speakers is a trend in
linguistic research, as it allows fixing the categories that informants refer to
when describing these processes. The article shows the importance of
specific categories that are actualized by verbal signs stored in the mental
vocabulary of an individual.

Keywords: concept, migration processes, associative-verbal field, free
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Introduction

The increase in international political, scientific, economic,
educational, and social contacts, constantly growing migration flows, the
formation of migrant enclaves have led to a great interest in the study of
migration discourse. The relevance of the study of migration discourse is
confirmed by the ideas of Russian and foreign researchers. V.l. Mukomelya
considers migration discourse to be a part of political discourse; within the
migration discourse he separately singles out the officials’ discourse and the
discourse of public politicians [Mukomelya, 2011, p. 86-108].

Migration discourse is studied in the aspect of metaphorical analysis,
according to the results of which four main groups of metaphors are
identified that form migration discourse: they are military, commodity,
theatrical metaphors, and metaphors that personify natural disasters
[Nesterova, Burova, 2006]. Migration discourse is considered as an object of
migration linguistics [Shustova, 2018; Gugenberger, 2018; Krefeld, 2004].

Migration discourse is interpreted as a set of key concepts, the so-
called “topics” of discourse, which help to reveal its essence and content”
[Nesterova, Burova, 2006 p. 130], it is also taken into account that migration
discourse is a speech activity that includes linguistic and extralinguistic
aspects, and an ideological construct with the help of which a certain
position of society is formed in relation to the migration process and various
aspects accompanying this process. The concept "MIGRATION PROCESSES"
is considered as one of the key concepts of migration discourse.
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Methods and Material

The initial methodological premise of the proposed work is the substantiation of the need to study the
categories of the emerging field of knowledge - migration linguistics. Due to the fact that there is no theoretical and
methodological base, the authors use existing approaches to analyze new phenomena that require close attention
from researchers. These phenomena include migration processes taking place in the globalizing world.

Starting the work on the formation of basic categories of migration linguistics we are faced with certain
difficulties in defining not only the research apparatus, but also in defining the specifics of migration linguistics as a
whole. In a number of our works, we made an attempt to highlight issues that may be in the field of view of specialists
who are interested in migration linguistics [Migration Linguistics ... 2019; Migration Linguistics ... 2019a; Migration
linguistics ... 2020]. Our research is based on the principle of consistency, formulated by A.V. Bondarko [Bondarko,
2004] in relation to the environment. Any system allows making out subsystems, the total number of subsystems
gives us the system.

The work introduces the notion of "semantic module", which allows us to actualize the subsystems. The
linguistic representations of the concept "MIGRATION PROCESSES" are related with and connected to the social
context and, accordingly, refer to the social environment. An important methodological aspect is the recognition of
the probabilistic nature of determinism [T. Erofeeva, Chernousova, 2019, pp. 106-107]. A representative of society is
subject to the random influence of the environment, he can be in a certain emotional and psychological state, he can
have both positive and negative experience of communicating with migrants. In this regard, a combination of
different approaches, taking into account extralinguistic factors can contribute to the successful solution of linguistic
problems.

To analyze the linguistic material we use hypothetical-inductive and hypothetical-deductive methods, as well
as a modeling method that helps to build an associative-verbal field of the concept "MIGRATION PROCESSES".

The research method is a free associative experiment. This method is one of the most promising methods for
studying the structure of the concept as it allows studying the functioning of the language in real communication
and allows actualizing the model of the concept "MIGRATION PROCESSES" at a specific historical stage of
development. The informants were asked to write associations for the stimulus word “migration processes”. Free
associative experiment was carried out in an on-line form. Quantitative restrictions were not determined, which helps
to get as close as possible to real speech-thinking processes. 40 people took part in the free associative experiment,
among them students of higher educational institutions (18-22 years of age) and teachers of higher educational
institutions (30-60 years old). Gender specificity was not considered. As a result of the experiment, from 2 to 33
reactions were obtained from each informant. The total number of associates was 421. The data obtained made it
possible to represent the associative-verbal field, which is formed by analogy with the dictionary entry of the
associative dictionary. Associations with similar semantics are combined into semantic modules and micromodules.
Semantic modules are named after the most frequent and stylistically neutral association.

Results and Discussion

A concept is understood as a kind of representation of a fragment of the world or a part of such a fragment. It
has a complex structure that is expressed by different groups of features, that are verbalized by various linguistic
methods and means. The conceptual feature is objectified in the fixed and free forms of combinations of the
corresponding linguistic units-representatives of the concept. The concept reflects the categorical and value
characteristics of knowledge about some fragments of the world. The aim of this article is to present a model of the
associative-verbal field of the concept "MIGRATION PROCESSES" as one of the basic concepts of migration discourse
by highlighting semantic modules which will determine the core and peripheral zones of the field of the concept
under study. Perception and representation of migration processes are significant fragments of the conceptual
system of the individual, since they are organically linked with the perception and representation of the world in the
context of world processes and phenomena. The study of ideas about migration processes is relevant in a social
context, in which various aspects of social reality are reflected [Belousov, E. Erofeeva, 2017, p. 116-127; Zubareva,
2018, 2019, 2019al.

As a result of the experiment, semantic modules that structure the associative-verbal field of the concept
"MIGRATION PROCESSES" were identified.

1. Semantic module REASON:

1.1. Submodule FINANCE: poverty (4); thirst for easy money; low-level work; low wages; it is necessary to
support the wife and parents.

1.2. Submodule NEW LIFE: search for a better life (3); career opportunities for the local population; capabilities;
comfortable conditions; desire for a better life; desire to find a better life; hope for a better life; prospects; grab luck
by the tail.

1.3. Submodule CRISIS: crisis (2); conflict (2); escape (2); trouble; business; hopelessness; survival; compulsion,
persecution; disasters; poverty; overpopulation; job search; constant difficulties; natural anomalies; devastation; poor
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living conditions; leave; professional unsuitability; complexity / complexities; natural disasters; trends; economic and
social reasons.

1.4. Submodule PROBLEMS: problems (2); challenges; discomfort due to the differences between the old place
of residence and the new one; material difficulties; world problems; difficult adaptation; the difficulty of obtaining a
visa; social problems; problems due to the pandemic; communication problems; solving demographic problems;
difficulties in adaptation.

1.5. Submodule LIVING CONDITIONS: climate; place of residence; unfavourable conditions; suitable conditions;
change.

2. Semantic module PEOPLE:

2.1. Submodule MIGRANT: migrants (3); emigrant / emigrants (3); immigrant (2); guest workers (2); people;
aliens; stranger; strangers.

2.2. Submodule NATIONALITY: foreigners (3); Africans; Arab; Arabs; Azerbaijanis; Armenians; another nation;
Kazakhs; nation; Tajiks; Uzbeks; ethnos.

2.3. Submodule POPULATION: diasporas; indigenous population; population; population of the country.

2.4. Submodule SOCIAL STATUS: refugees / refugee (4); labor force (2); children of migrants; cheap labor;
criminal; bum; illegal immigrants; low status; slaves; working hands; change in social status; mixed marriages.

2.5. Submodule CHARACTERISTICS: large families / big families (3); family (2); a lot of children; restless;
Tumbleweed; Lost; streams of people.

3. Semantic module RELOCATION: relocation (11); moving (9); change / change of residence (6); displacement
(5); from the provinces to Moscow; temporary stay; change of place of work; reasonable migration; moving from
developing countries to developed ones; moving from the village to the city; moving from one place to another;
movement; movement of people; leave the country; inflow to large cities; change of country of residence; county; to
leave.

4. Semantic module DYNAMICS: globalization (4); mobility (3); activity (2); integration (2); assimilation; endless
process; interaction; mutual influence; return; horizontal mobility; traffic; variability; insulation; close; modernization;
update; limitation; transition; population growth; development; the flow is reduced; self-affirmation in a new place;
modern tendencies; social adaptation; social mobility; natural; trend / trends; tendencies; hard way; fade away; brain
drain; urbanization; gain; step back; chaos.

5. Semantic module CULTURE: culture (2); national cuisine (2); mixing of cultures (2); barbarism; wildness; other
culture; a different way of life in Europe; other way of life of people; the opportunity to learn more about others;
identity; incest; cultural and linguistic adaptation; national relations; unwillingness to adapt; unwillingness to change;
unwillingness to accept someone else's culture; unacceptability of the European way of life; disrespect for foreign
culture; getting used to the new regime; acquiring new habits; with their own charter in a strange monastery;
traditions; rituals.

6. Semantic module LANGUAGE: accent; bilinguals; extinction of languages; foreigners; problems with the
Russian language; Russian language; Russian as a Foreign Language; Russian as a non-native language; RFL; not
knowing of the language; unwillingness to learn Russian; adopt the local dialect; poor language skills; different
dialects; knowledge of the Russian language is required; foreign language.

7.Semantic module LOCALIZATION: city; borders; depressive territory; live in a different time zone; metropolis;
place of residence; Moscow; desolation of the territory; a crowd of people; It is good where we do not live; countryside;
habitat; Middle Asia; sunny cities; territory.

8. Semantic module ECONOMY: unemployment (3); economics (2); local unemployment; to freeze
construction; underfunding of regions; non-payment of taxes; job search; family business; poor infrastructure; service
sector; trade.

9. Semantic module RELATIONSHIP: balance of interests; promiscuous communications; harmonious
relationships; mutual guarantee; laziness; alertness; find a common language with the local population; negative;
unknown; New acquaintances; cautious attitude towards migrants; lack of motivation; respect for parents.

10. Semantic module MIGRATION: rotational migration; migration; immigration; pendulum migration;
migration flows; minor migration (Russia); illegal migration; come in large numbers; growing migration (worldwide);
seasonal migration; work migration;

11. Semantic module WORK: construction (2); janitor; road works; informal employment; low-level work; new
job; job search; trade in the markets; hack.

12. Semantic module COUNTRY: countries / country (4); border / borders; eastern countries; Germany; other
country; France.

13.Semantic module POLITICS: policy (2); indifference of the authorities; the emergence of interethnic conflicts
and ultra-right political movements in the region; interethnic relations; lack of authority in power; state support; the



