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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to develop moral dilemma illustrated stories
for elementary school students. To construct an effective illustrated story, it
employed a type 4D research and development approach. The subjects of
this research comprised of 30 fourth-grade elementary school students, six
teachers, and three experts in fine arts, language, and moral education.
Data were collected through test instruments, observation, interviews, and
documentation. An interactive model was utilized in the qualitative
method while the N-gain test was implemented in the quantitative
method. According to preliminary research, teachers and students needed
media that could help them improve moral judgment by creating media
that children enjoy (illustrated stories) and incorporating them with a
moral dilemma. lllustrated story development refers to the aspects of
content, language, design, and media. The results of the illustrated story
product testing reported that the value of Asymp. Sig. for a post-test score
of 0.000 <0.05 or HO is rejected. Accordingly, there is an effect of using
moral dilemma illustrated stories in each learning group on students’
moral considerations. As a result, it can be concluded that the developed
moral dilemma illustrated story is suitable for use by teachers and students
in elementary schools to increase moral considerations.
Keywords: lllustrated stories, moral dilemmas, elementary school students

Introduction

Moral education in Indonesia is a program implemented by the
Indonesian Ministry of Education. Schools must become more
conceptually and independently involved in moral education (Jeznik,
Krofli¢, & Kuhar, 2020; Krek, Hodnik, & Vogrinc, 2019; Rissanen, Kuusisto,
Hanhimaki, & Tirri, 2018). This is done so that students can internalize
moral values and make them a part of themselves. Moral values'
significance has a function in transforming Indonesian society to be better,
to have superiority and intelligence in various fields, such as emotional
intelligence, social intelligence, spiritual intelligence, kinesthetic
intelligence, logical intelligence, musical intelligence, linguistics, and
spatial intelligence (Habibah, 2007). This is supported by previous research
that adopting moral values and following the law has become a basic
requirement (Toprak & Karakus, 2018).

According to this argument, students need skills to use moral values
in their daily activities (Lennick & Kiel, 2011). Students must be able to
understand the effects of their acts and choices, as well as develop skills to
make environmentally conscious moral decisions (Althof & Berkowitz,
2006; Merlhiot, Mermillod, Le Pennec, Dutheil, & Mondillon, 2018; Toprak &
Karakus, 2018). The right and sensible decisions under uncertainty stem
from the emotions at play (Althof & Berkowitz, 2006; Bechara & Damasio,
2005; Choe & Min, 2011; Greene, 2007; Greene, Sommerville, Nystrom,
Darley, & Cohen, 2001; Merlhiot et al., 2018; Toprak & Karakus, 2018).
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There have been many recent phenomena that illustrate that children’s moral condition is at a critical stage,
as shown by the number of immoral cases committed by children. Immoral cases involve problems related to
honesty, truth, justice, fraud, fighting against each other, slander, cheating, taking the rights of others, licking, and
other immoral actions (Murdianto, 2019). Schools are entrusted with strategic efforts in building younger
generations, but they are extreme and anarchist places (Daniati, Subiyantoro, & Fadhilah, 2019). According to case
data released by the Indonesian Complaints Commission based on education, there were reports between 2011
and 2016 that 363 students were in brawls, 441 children were victims of school violence (bullying), 692 students
were perpetrators of the brawl, and 1,496 cases of children were perpetrators of violence in schools. This statistic is
supported by survey data released in 2015 by the International Center for Research on Women (ICRW) which
revealed that 84 percent of Indonesian children encountered abuse at school.

Other more alarming phenomena are cheating, skipping school, smoking, stealing, bullying, and speaking
harshly (Murdianto, 2019). This is because the moral education that has been used does not include cognitive
factors in learning and tends to contain elements of indoctrination. We can find it in religious education, which
usually only develops values as restricted as memorizing religious doctrines. As a result, it cannot ensure the
creation of a reliable morality. Another factor is the state of Indonesian elementary schools, which still favor the
value transmitting approach while the domain of value creation remains underdeveloped (Wismaliya et al., 2019).

If this problem is allowed to continue, it will have a negative impact on the progress of a nation. Children’s
moral crisis at school will have an indirect impact on their personality and behavior in everyday life. This condition is
believed to have developed as a result of what the educational system produced. As stated by Nursanti et al. that
school culture makes students depressed because they are forced to hone knowledge and receive all the
information provided by the teacher without having the opportunity to think critically and express innovative ideas
(Nursanti, Rochsantiningsih, Joyoatmojo, & Budiyono, 2016).

Schools, as educational institutions, bear the duty and responsibility of delivering moral education and help
students in developing decision-making skills. Teachers must also implement moral education through inter-
curricular and extracurricular activities, as well as collaboration between schools and the community. This is in
agreement with Althof and Berkowitz's opinion that moral education in schools cannot be maximized unless
families and the surrounding community work together (Althof & Berkowitz, 2006). Cooperation or collaboration
between schools and parents is very positive for the moral development of students (Daniati et al., 2019; Eshraqi,
2021). This is intended so that learners (elementary school children) will be like an arrow out of their bow against,
overcoming their problems, and retaining a high degree of moral excellence in the future.

The Indonesian Ministry of Education is taking steps to improve children's moral by implementing a moral
dilemma model in the classroom. Moral dilemma learning relates to a person's ability to make moral decisions when
faced with moral dilemmas on which attitudes and behaviors to choose (Hasanah, 2019).

Literature Review

A moral dilemma is a situation where there is a conflict between two musts, so choosing according to one
contradicts the other (Clemente & Padilla-Racero, 2021; Palmiotti, Del Popolo Cristaldi, Cellini, Lotto, & Sarlo, 2020).
In general, the term “moral dilemma” refers to a situation in which someone must choose between two actions,
each with different principles and it is impossible to choose both (Broeders, van den Bos, Miiller, & Ham, 2011).
Moral dilemmas arise from conflicts between moral, ethical, and emotional processes and legal norms (Claudio,
2009).

Learning through moral dilemmas is chosen because it corresponds to moral development in elementary
school children. Any action that will be taken will encourage children to consider the choices they make (Kimhi,
2014). In a real or hypothetical moral dilemma, a moral decision can be a response on how to behave (a situation
with inherent moral rules or principles, where a choice of responses is required) (Garrigan, Adlam, & Langdon, 2018).
Moral decision-making, like any other type of decision-making, is a complex process.

Moral decision-making can be done by recognizing situations by taking the relevant moral schemas from
memory, interpreting the relevant features of the situation, as well as generating and evaluating possible moral
response options. This is according to Hume and Palmiotti's opinion that emotional and cognitive processes are
heavily involved in decision-making, phenomena that are presented in a positive or negative frame, and lead to
different decision choices (Hume, 2011, 2012; Palmiotti et al., 2020). In keeping with Gibbs (2013) that cognition and
reasoning are the main drivers of moral decisions. Therefore, we need a story that contains dilemma elements that
is easily imagined by children rationally, so that it can increase the capacity for moral decision-making to mature
(Fiedler & Glockner, 2015).

Increasing moral considerations requires a dilemma story that is adapted to the learning material or learning
theme. A moral dilemma story is a short narrative story consisting of four main parts: an introduction, a conflict
sentence, a climax sentence, and ending with a dilemma. The moral dilemma story in this research is also supported
by illustrations in the form of pictures to help students more concretize about moral behavior as outlined in the



73
Applied Linguistics Research Journal, 2021, 5 (9), 71-87

story. It is associated with Piaget's (1932) opinion that high-grade elementary school students of 4, 5, and 6 levels
feel easier to understand a story that is visually concrete in the form of a pictorial story (Piaget, 1932).

lllustrated stories are considered as an appropriate way in elementary schools because words and pictures
are two elements that are interrelated and create inter-animation together in building meaning (Gaiman, 2010). The
purpose of including illustrations in the story is to explain the story so that children can understand it more easily.
lllustrations are used as a means of attracting attention and generate interest (Shabiralyani, Hasan, Hamad, & Igbal,
2015; Ulfah & Soenarto, 2017). Through the story, children are brought to be involved in the story (Baghban, 2007;
Rahman et al.,, 2019; Supriatna & Wismaliya, 2019). The illustration in the moral dilemma story serves as a tool for
clarifying the content of the story and the development of moral education media (Kusnaedi, 2013; Yunus, 2015).

Several researchers have investigated the moral dilemma. Research conducted by Sarbaini (2012) analyzed
the development of moral dilemmas through moral discussion (Sarbaini, 2012). Besides, the results of previous
studies also discussed the development of moral dilemmas with thematic learning in elementary schools
(Satianingsih, Maftuh, & Syaodih, 2018) that was conducted quantitatively. Besides, Hakam et al. also analyzed
stories of moral dilemmas in soccer games. Similar research was conducted with indications that they can be
transformed into stories based on local wisdom and are not restricted to stories of moral dilemmas linked to
learning materials (Hakam, Fitriya, Nurbayani, & Wismaliya, 2020). Relevant research was also done in the Sundanese
region with a focus on developing moral dilemma stories based on local wisdom. This research used a development
method with a 4D model (Wismaliya et al., 2019). Other studies showed that when moral education is taught using a
cognitive approach through the moral dilemma discussion process, the level of moral reasoning increases
significantly (Dolph, Lycan, & King, 2008; Merlhiot et al., 2018).

From several studies previously mentioned, it is concluded that this research does not have similarities with
those studies. This research poses or uses moral issues involving conflicting values as teaching material. A value
conflict is a clash of demands, interests, or needs that are linked to moral principles that are deliberately raised in
learning material in the hopes that students can think about decisions made on morally rational grounds. This
research, on the other hand, transforms moral dilemmas into illustrated stories that students can easily
comprehend. From several studies on moral dilemmas that have been carried out, it turns out that teachers need to
understand the stages or procedures to develop these moral dilemmas into various materials or themes in
classroom learning. This is important because the teacher is the spearhead of the success of student education
(Dewantara, 2004; Solehuddin & Adriany, 2017). Accordingly, it is necessary to develop a moral dilemma in the form
of anillustrated story.

Research Questions
Based on the explanation, research question in this research, are:
1.1 How is the state of the learning media in elementary schools?
1.2 What is the product of moral dilemma-based pictorial story development for elementary school
students?
1.3 How the effectiveness of picture stories based on moral dilemmas can improve the moral
education of students in elementary schools?

Method
1.1 Research Goal

This research utilized the research and development (R&D) approach with a Four-D type (Thiagarajan,
Semmel, & Semmel, 1974). The stages of the 4D type development research can be divided into 4 distinct phases
called define, design, develop, and disseminate (Mataheru, Huwaa, & Matitaputty, 2020). The define stage is carried
out by analyzing the basic problems and needs of teachers and students in learning. In the design stage, 4 steps
must be completed: constructing a criterion-referenced test, media selection, format selection, and initial design.
The development stage is the stage to produce a development product. This stage consists of two steps including



