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Foreign Students

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article is to demonstrate the effectiveness of
conducting excursions for foreign students in teaching Russian as a foreign
language. The effectiveness of excursions for foreign students in teaching
Russian as a foreign language was determined as a result of an experiment
conducted in six first-year groups at the Russian Language Department of
Medical Institute of Peoples' Friendship University of Russia. The students
were from different countries: Morocco, France, Iran, Lebanon, Uzbekistan,
Israel, Armenia, China, Peru, Nigeria, Abkhazia, Jamaica, Egypt and Costa
Rica. Three groups (45 students) studied Russian as a foreign language
without excursions, and the other three groups (48 students) studied
Russian as a foreign language actively visiting cultural places in Moscow. To
determine the level of students' communicative competence, testing was
carried out. Comparison of the results in all six groups unambiguously
showed that at the end of the school year the abilities of the students of the
experimentative groups according to all criteria were 20-35% higher than
those of the students of the control groups. The article contains
methodological and practical recommendations on teaching Russian
language to foreign students when immersing them in the language
environment, as well as when getting acquainted with the history and
culture of Russia. The practical usefulness of the study lies in the fact that its
results, together with the collected material, can be used to create
textbooks and conduct practical classes in Russian as a foreign language, as
well as in the system of training and advanced training in Russian as a
foreign language. The results of the research can also be used for lecturing
or conducting special courses on the theory and methodology of teaching
Russian as a foreign language, developing teaching materials for foreign
students, organizing refresher courses and exchanging pedagogical
experience
Keywords: Russian as a foreign language, educational
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excursion,

Introduction

In order to communicate in a foreign language, it is not enough to
know only phonetics, grammar, vocabulary, stylistics: you also need to know
the culture of the people whose language you are studying.

Arriving in Russia, a foreign student is immersed in a social and
cultural environment that is unusual for him, in which he has to get
acquainted with other people's norms and values. Acquaintance with a new
environment and attempts to integrate into it constitute the adaptation of
students. At the moment of adaptation, there is a clash of old and new
values, and the further functioning of the student depends on how the
adaptation takes place.
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As part of the approach to organizing the training of foreign students in the Russian language, information
about cultural places in Russia is discussed, which in certain cases play an important role in communication, various
sources of information about the country that the teacher can use during preparation for classes are discussed, the
requirements that should be met texts and assignments to them, etc.

Conducting excursions in teaching the Russian language to foreign students aims at such an organization of
the educational process in which language learning occurs simultaneously with the study of culture, which ensures
the correct understanding of what was read and heard, correct speaking and writing in Russian as a foreign language.

In the process of teaching Russian, the teacher also introduces foreign students to the culture of Russia, its
history and literature. One of the sources for the introduction and consolidation of information from the history and
modern life of our country are excursions.

It is important to note that the modern development of the methodology is dictated by the principles of
communication, motivation and individualization of training.

The communicative approach, adopted in the modern domestic methodology as a guiding principle, implies
the acquisition by foreign students of the ability to use the Russian language in practice in real communication
situations. This becomes possible only on the basis of speech development.

The professional competence of a teacher of Russian as a foreign language is «the ability to formulate certain
pedagogical tasks depending on the group of students, taking into account their national, age and motivational
characteristics; plan your own activities, choosing the forms, methods and means of organizing the educational
process; create conditions in order to enhance the activity of the student; evaluate the results of pedagogical activity»
(Slastenin, Isayev, Micshenko & Shiyanov, 1997).

A foreign student is forced to enter into communication in a language foreign to him from the first day of his
stay in a foreign country. This is a huge problem for international students, especially if they do not know Russian at
all. Thus, a teacher of Russian as a foreign language «should facilitate the study of a foreign language, make
communication in this language accessible, relieve stress from meeting an unfamiliar reality» (Telezhko, Biryukova &
Kurilenko, 2019).

Literature Review

In the concept of «excursion» at different times, different and sometimes even opposite content was put in.
Each definition of an excursion, formed at one time or another, incorporated those parameters and features that were
characteristic of that era. They are not at all considered «wrong» at the present stage. The ideas about the goals,
objectives and forms of the excursion gradually changed, then they began to consider its very essence differently,
moving from collecting herbarium of medicinal herbs to cultural and educational work.

The first methodologists of excursion business, for example, .M. Grevs (early XX century) reduced the essence
of excursion to «<motor», that is, movement (Stepanov, 2005). N.P. Antsiferov (early XX century) considered the
excursion «a walk undertaken with the aim of studying a specific topic using material accessible to observation (or
contemplation) by means of a walk» (Antsiferov, 1923). A more complete definition of an excursion is given by V.A.
Gerdt (early XX century), who considered the excursion as «a form of social and educational work and highlighted its
educational value: intellectual, emotional and moral and ethical» (Gerd, 1928). B.V. Emelyanov: «The excursion is a
purposeful visual process of understanding the world around a person, a process built on pre-selected objects in
natural conditions or located in the shops of an industrial enterprise, taking place under the guidance of a qualified
leader - a guide and subordinate to the task of revealing a clearly defined topic» (Yemel'yanov, 2007). Considering the
concept of «excursion», G.P. Dolzhenko concludes that «the specificity of any excursion lies in the unity of the show
and the story. And if there is no demonstration, then this type of cultural, educational and educational work, which is
an excursion, ceases to be it, but turns into a lecture or conversation. The specificity of the excursion method is in the
primary display. But devoid of deep analysis, explanations, explanations of what he saw, the excursion will appear
before its participants simply by sightseeing. The essence of the excursion is the organic inseparable unity of the
show with the story» (Dolzhenko, 2012). In the dictionary of S.I. Ozhegov «excursion» - «a trip (collective or individual)
somewhere, visiting something for educational or entertainment purposes» (Ozhegov, 1997). One of the founders of
the excursion business in the USSR B.E. Raikov interpreted the excursion and the essence of the excursion method as
follows: «for a year as an excursion, we mean the study of objects at their natural location (local principle) and in
connection with the movement of our body in space (motor principle). These two principles, closely related to each
other, constitute the essence of the excursion method» (Raykov, 1930).

We adhere to the definition of an excursion by the famous modern theorist of excursion business B.V.
Emelyanov, who gives a more complete definition of the excursion: «The excursion is a purposeful visual process of
understanding the world around a person, a process built on pre-selected objects in natural conditions or located in
the shops of an industrial enterprise, premises, laboratory of a research institute, museum halls, exhibitions , the
artist's workshop, etc. The display of sensually perceived objects takes place under the guidance of a qualified guide-
guide and is subordinated to the task of revealing a clearly defined topic» (Yemel'yanov, 2007).
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Guided by the above concepts, we can conclude that an excursion is a movement in space, a walk, an individual
or group trip aimed at studying a specific topic on pre-selected objects, carried out by a guide using the inextricable
unity of display and story, which leads to an intellectual, emotional and moral-aesthetic education of sightseers.

Specifics of Teaching Russian to Foreign Students Using Educational Excursions

A foreign student is forced to enter into communication in a foreign language for him from the first day of his
stay in a foreign country. This is a huge problem for international students, especially if they do not know Russian at
all. Thus, a teacher of Russian as a foreign language should facilitate the study of a foreign language, make
communication in this language accessible, relieve stress from meeting an unfamiliar reality.

The tour can be conducted either by the teacher himself or by a professional guide. Before the excursion, it is
necessary to check and repeat certain terms, concepts, statements and figurative forms of the language.

In our experiment, all excursions were conducted by a teacher. He knew what distance with students from
different countries should be adhered to, a violation of which tourists can regard as coldness or obsession

As excursion objects, there can be memorial sites associated with historical events in the life of Moscow, the
development of society and the state, buildings and structures, memorial monuments, works of architecture,
museumes, art galleries, exhibitions, etc.

Providing excursions to international students carries a double burden on the tour guide. On the one hand, it
is necessary to present as vividly as possible the natural and cultural diversity of the city and the objects with which
sightseers get acquainted. On the other hand, it is necessary to interest foreign students in the country in general.

Such tasks require a special approach to the selection of objects, compilation of the text of the excursion, its
route, the use of display and story techniques, and non-verbal means of communication.

When selecting objects, the teacher took into account the possibility of comparing them with similar
memorials that are widely known in the world or reflect the culture, natural features of the country from which foreign
students came. This approach facilitates the use of analogy, which helps to facilitate the perception of the excursion.

In the practice of preparing excursions, a certain methodology for evaluating excursion objects has been
developed. The application of this technique is especially important in cases where the creators of a new excursion,
meeting on the route with several objects of similar content, can choose those that are most interesting for the given
topic.

To evaluate the objects that are included in the excursion, it is recommended to use the following criteria:
cognitive value, popularity of the object, expressiveness of the object, i.e. its interaction with the background, the
environment - buildings, structures, nature), the safety of the object and its location.

When composing the text of an excursion, preparing for its conduct for foreign students, you should always
pay special attention to proper names.

You should also take into account the peculiarities of naming first names, surnames and patronymics, since in
our culture it is customary to call a person by his first name and patronymic, while in other linguistic traditions this is
not provided.

Sayings, proverbs, sayings and quotes also require special preparation.

In order to identify the problems of adaptation of foreign first-year students, we conducted a sociological
survey of first-year foreign students at the Medical Institute of the Peoples' Friendship University of Russia in the form
of a survey, in which 94 people took part (three experimental and three control groups). The students came from
different countries.

According to the results of the study, it turned out that before participating in excursions in the first year of
study, 80% of respondents had not been on a sightseeing tour of Moscow. Further, we found out that 75% had a need
to go on excursions after arriving in the capital. By the end of the first course of study, after we conducted various
excursions around Moscow, we conducted a survey of the experimental groups about the most preferred places for
visiting excursions. Excursions of students to various museums are of the greatest interest, since here students come
into direct contact with real household items, folk crafts, clothing details, historical events of Russia in the context of
world history. This interest stimulates the activation and expansion of the lexical potential of students, strengthens
long-term memory, establishes associative connections, and develops a linguistic guess.

Methodology



